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Redcliffe and District Woodcraft Society Inc. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Welcome to my March report, I trust that those who 

suffered property damage during and after cyclone 

Alfred have repairs under control if not already 

fixed. I am not aware of any serious or major 

damage at any of our members’ property and 

thankfully our club facilities received very little 

damage. Thanks to help from several members the 

leaves and branches in our yards were soon cleaned 

up. 

The new payment and login system has been 

welcomed and well received by most of our 

members. We are ahead of our expected schedule 

and several members are very happy that they can 

now pay by card and don’t have to carry any cash. 

We have also commenced receiving payments for 

membership, timber sales, uniforms, courses etc. 

which can now be paid in the office using the 

square system. The system is still a work in 

progress, and we appreciate your patience while we 

address some minor hiccups. The few seconds it  
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takes each members each day will save several 

people a few hours each week.  

The refresher courses were well attended on both 

days and operators who attended will now have 

their operator status extended for a further 3 

years. The assessors who assisted with the 

presentations will also have their assessor status 

extended. Thanks to all involved with the 

organising and running of this program. I trust 

that all members appreciate the importance of 

maintaining our operator status to safeguard our 

own safety and maintain our club’s reputation.   

Continued page 2 
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President’s report continued. 

At the end of the month several members will be attending the annual Turnfest with subsidized grant entry 

fees for Maureen and Daryl. We are also very proud of members Marilyn Kunde and Ken Rays who will be 

demonstrators at this event. Well-done to all four and any other members who attend. We will be waiting for 

some great feedback and demonstrations sometime after the event. 

 

Ernie Hobson 

President 

 

 

Hand plane restoration and tuning demonstration by Graham Anderson  
 

 
 
               Graham going through the process of plane restoration watched by attentive members.
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Interested members were shown how to restore and tune a hand plan during an extended workshop 
demonstration by Graham using 
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Travel notes from Shona and Daryl as they check out Men’s Sheds, 

here’s two with more to follow. 
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                                Show and Tell 

 

 

  

 

Darrel Morgenstern with his beautifully crafted Whisky 

Presentation box and a box made from Crows Ash with a 

fine detail to the corner leg riser. 

An excellent result Darrel.         See What Tree is That on 

Crows Ash in this issue. 

 

President Ernie had along a range of 

his Tissue Boxes with one to be chosen 

for the Show Raffle. 

 

 

 

Ed Tulacz with his resin ‘river’ 

serving board made during the 

recent Resin Workshop. 

Kris Prickett describing his choice of beautifully 

grained timbers that he used in his recently 

completed Electric Guitar, definitely worthy to be an 

entry in the AWR Maker of the Year competition. 
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Show and tell continued. 
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Debbie Wolthus talking 

about and showing her 

first scroll sawed ‘walking 

bee’. A great job Deb. 

 

Geertruda Window with 

her detailed Kookaburra. 

 

Graham McDougal with his box 

made for his granddaughter with 

her name scroll sawed and filled 

with coloured resin in the lid. 

 

Another one of Ken 

Rays beautifully 

created lidded boxes 

incorporating a treaded 

lid. 

 

Michael Curtain from Tormek giving a 

very appreciated demonstration on 

the correct and effective operation of 

the Tormek equipment.     

 

President Ernie presented The Hon. Kerri-

Anne Dooley MP with a flagpole stand for her 

office. He designed and created the stand 

with the help of club secretary, Ian. Thank 

you to Kerri- Anne for your generous support 

of our club. 
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What tree is that? - (Flindersia australis)  

Crows Ash also known as: Australian Teak  

Crows ash is a rainforest tree from New South Wales and Queensland growing up to 40 metres high with 

trunks to over 1 metre diameter, some having a buttressed base.  

The majority of this valuable timber has been logged out many years ago. Crows ash timber is hard and 

moderately heavy and has been extensively used in construction, particularly for flooring where its 
greasiness has made it excellent as a dance surface. This greasiness causes problems with gluing and 

nailing, but can be overcome. The timber tends to check a bit while drying.  

                                

Crows ash drops its leaves in Spring                                           Before flowering making an impressive 

sight 

                                  

                                                                                                        

 

As a turning timber, Crows Ash machines quite well as long as tools are kept sharp but it is a pain to sand 

although wet sanding gives a good result. The best finish is Danish Oil.  

The greasy surface is not suitable for pyrography.  

Reprinted from the May 2020 Redwood KC 

Kerry Cameron harvesting from a stump 

near Dayboro.  

 

A small Calabash style bowl 

turned from a section similar to 

what it stands on.  
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                           Do you know?  

That the ubiquitous Gum Tree, eucalyptus is a genus of more than 700 species of flowering 

plants and includes Corymbia and Angorphora. They have bark that is either smooth, fibrous, hard 
or stringy and leaves that have oil glands. 
 
Most eucalypts are native to Australia and they have become Australia’s most influential export, 
used for reafforestation in many of the world’s most barren areas as they are fast growing, have 
valuable timber, or can be used for pulpwood, honey production or essential oils. However in some 
countries they are being removed because of the danger of forest fire due to their high 
flammability. 
 
The flowers of all eucalypt species have at least one common feature found on no other tree, and 
that is the peculiar cup shaped lid that covers each flower bud. This pops off and drops as the 
dense mass of stamens expands for the seasonal display 
 
Several eucalypt species are among the tallest trees in the world with the Australian mountain ash 
being the tallest of all flowering plants. 

 
 

 

Buds, capsules, flowers and foliage typical of 

eucalypts and a small vase incorporating gum 

flower cups in its design, by Kerry Cameron. 

Mountain ash making an impressive environment. 

Thanks to Wikipedia and the 1996 book of Stirling Macoboy’s  

What Tree is That . KC 
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                    Gum tree Burls 

Burls form on tree roots, trunks and branches as a result of abnormal development of bud growth 
cells. They appear as wartlike lumpy growths, roundish in shape and covered in coarse bark. Burls 
contain twisted, compact wood that is tougher than the wood from the rest of the tree.  
 
Can you cut a burl without killing a tree? 
Removing it in itself is not detrimental to the tree. The cambium layer just under healthy bark is the 
tree's circulatory system, and removing a burl, or part of one, doesn't necessarily cause too much 
harm because the tree is already suffering from impaired circulation in that area. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Growth burls as they grow 

Large burl 

as cut from 

a tree  

An embellished bowl created from 

a river red gum burl and a 

Jewellery box using Coolibah burl 
and inland rosewood. 
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Barry Spillman is a major contributor for the Redwood, I have recycled this 

article for the interest of members.  Editor 
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                         Book Reviews by Kerry Cameron 

 
Our Club Library has an excellent range of books covering all woodcraft disciplines, professionally 

managed by our Librarian Margaret Johnson. Two books that I came across recently was Turning Woods 

by Richard Raffin and Bowl Turning Techniques, Masterclass by Tony Boase, both worth a Redwood 
review. 

 

              
 

Richard Raffan is a renown woodturner, 

demonstrator and author, he has helped 
popularise the craft of woodturning since the 

1970’s. Taunton Press has published seven of 

his books including this one in 2008, he has 
also starred in several DVD’s. He also has his 

own YouTube Channel. 

 
I consider Raffan as the ’Godfather’ of 

woodturning, his books are a must for all new 

woodturners and a good reminder of good 
technique for the more experienced.  

 

This book covers all the basics from knowing 
the ins and outs of lathes, spindle and flat 

turning and anything that a turner needs to 

know in their ongoing journey of adventure. 
 

I thoroughly recommend members to borrow 
this book and others by Richard Raffan, they 

will definitely enhance your turning experience. 

              
 
This book is for the more advanced 

woodturner but is also an inspirational 

challenge for the less experienced to aim for. 
 

Starting with “A Brief History of Bowl Turning” 
and then “Wood and Where to Find It” other 

chapters cover milling as well as design and 

inspiration and are a good read. 
 

The main thrust of the book is a compilation of 

turnings by renowned artists, detailing their 
creative pursuits. 

 

It is well worth borrowing whether you be a 
beginner or experienced in the woodturning 

craft. 

 
Both these books offer something for all 

members. 

 
Enjoy using our library for information and 

browsing for information. 

 

PYROGRAPHY we have several excellent books on pyrography in our 

library, all describing in great detail the development and encouraging the 

art of woodburning. 
I am basically shelf taught from one of these books and it gives me 

enormous satisfaction to practice the skills learnt, from copied art to 

embellishment on wood turned and boxes. 
 

We now have a dedicated pyrography table and two Razertip burners and 

a selection of pens. 
  

Why not borrow a book and give it a go.  KC 
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It’s never too late: 
 

Sometimes your never seem to get around to making something that should have been done yesterday. 
Recently I had reason to use our Clubs diamond honing/sharpening stone to finely tune a skew chisel and it 

was presented in a nicely crafted cedar box made by our past (RIP) joinery guru Ted Cooper. When I next 

went into my workshop, I was prompted to hone my various wood chisels and when I got out my Aluminium 
Oxide sone I was embarrassed to see the stone still in its original foam box of 20 years. 

 

Time for action: Checking my wood stash I found a suitable piece of hairy oak sufficient in size for a box to 
hold the stone and even though there were a few imperfections I proceeded to mill it on my bandsaw to the 

appropriate sizes. The imperfections were subsequently filled with two pack epoxy and colour matched 

sanding dust and a suitable box made. Finished with satin lacquer, giving my stone a new life. 
 

  

The original box.   The hairy oak or flame she oak,  

   ready for milling 

 
 The stone with the hairy oak box ready for a new extended life. 

 

             Kerry Cameron 
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               The Redcliffe and District Woodcraft Society Inc. - General Information 
The aim of our society is to promote, encourage and practice the art of woodcraft and similar arts. 

Workshops in woodturning, woodcarving, scroll sawing, pyrography, box making, musical instrument        

making, toy making, general woodworking, and timber preparation are held in the Woodcraft Centre at 

463 Oxley Avenue, Redcliffe. The Society is administered by a Management Committee of eleven 

members who report to the general membership. 

 

Members meet on Tuesdays for general workshop activities and our weekly “show and Tell’ at morning 

tea where members can show and discuss their creations and be inspired by the work of others. Our 

Club is also open to members on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings. 

The Society has a large range of tools and machinery for members to use and offers regular tuition in 

different aspects of woodcraft. Our club also conducts a comprehensive system of competency in the 

operations of its machinery. ALL NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME 

SPONSOR HONOUR LIST 
Please give your support to these businesses because they support our Club 

 
  

 

Aussie Escape Caravan Repair & Service 
Specialists 
40 South Pine Road, Brendale 4500 

07 3205 7738 http://www.aussieescapecaravans.com.au/ 

Abrasiflex  
Unit 1   22/24 French Avenue Brendale 
Qld 4500 

  07 32937001 www.abrasiflex.co..au 
 

Combined Saw and Knife 
 105-107 Kabi Circuit, Deception Bay 4508 
Eales Concreting 

07 3204 0977 
 

0407 372 324 

https://combinedsaw.com.au/contactus 

Ernie’s Electrical Service 
 13 Hughendon Crt, Deception Bay 4508 

07 3204 9866 
 0419 388 945 

https://ernieselectricalservice.business.site/ 

Lindsay Meyers 
 11 Grice St, Clontarf 4019 

07 3284 5281 http://www.lindsaymeyers.com.au/ 

Moreton Bay Regional Council 
 PO Box 159, Caboolture 4510 
Utopia Woodcraft, Marilyn Kunde     
 31 Beech Drv, Cashmere 
Red Poppy Art Collective 
95 Redcliffe Pde. Redcliffe 4020 

07 3205 0555 
 

  0403216317 
 

 
0455963554 

https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/contact/ 
 
email: zakk@tpg.com.au 
 

 
www.redpoppyart.com.au 

 

Signs & Designs 
 3/16 Paisley Dr, Lawnton 4501 

 07 3205 4544 http://www.signsanddesigns.com.au/ 

Stevie Redback Pest & Termite Control 
Unit 4 66-67 Snook St Clontarf 4019 

1300 665 665 https://stevieredback.com/ 

Sunstate Timbers 
72 Lipscombe Rd, Deception Bay 4508 

07 3204 253      http://www.sunstatetimbers.com.au/  

Traditional Funerals 
17 Anzac Ave, Redcliffe 4020 

07 3284 7333 https://www.traditionalfunerals.com.au/ 

Vicmarc Machinery Pty Ltd 
52 Grice St, Clontarf, 4019 

07 3284 3103 https://vicmarc.com/ 

Woodland Shopfitting Pty Ltd                         
13 Bult Street, Brendale, 4500 

 

 07 3205 4188 https:/woodlandsshopfitting.com.au 
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